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_ON TO MADRAS 1 


Christians are becoming unpopular groups in Russia, Germany, Japan, Mexicoe 


Even in Italy the state lays prior claim to the souls of youth. 
In an increasingly hostile world solidarity of Christians across 
barriers of nation and race and class becomes a crucial issue. 


Fifty students have been invited to attend the Madras Meeting of the 
International Missionary Council as representatives of the 
National Student Christian Movements of every continent and 
the World Student Christian Federation. This Council, with 
headquarters in New York, London, and Shanghai, represents 
the world outreach of the Christian Church. In December,1938, 
four hundred and fifty delegates from all parts of the world 
will confer at Madras, India, on the witness of the Church in 
the life of today. 


The student representatives need your help! They are going to the Madras 
Meeting to represent your generation of Christian students in 
the thinking and planning of the Councile This Discussion 
Outline gives the sixteen topics to be considered at the Madras 
Meeting. For background read the pamphlet, "The Church at the 
Heart of the World Christian Community", by Esther Strong 
(International Missionary Council, Price 25¢) which gives 
the purpose and the problems of the Meeting. 


What would you say if you were a delegate at the Madras Meeting? Why not 
have a Madras Student Meeting on your own campus and put these 
problems up to the students? You could have an introductory 
plenary session and then break up into small groups for dis- 
cussion of the topics and reconvene in final plenary session 
as the Madras Meeting will do; or you could have a small informal 
discussion group centering on the topic in which you are most 
interested, as Church leaders will be doing in preparation for 
the Meeting. 


Your contribution in thought and action is needed! Send a full report of 
the discussions, whether of small groups or large, to the 
North American Student Delegation before June 1, 19358. In this 
way you take an active part in the process that is linking the 
Christians of the world together in Christian solidarity. 


Discussion Reports should be sent to 


Dre Paul Braisted 
254 Fourth Avenue 
New York, Ne Ye 


or 


cae 


The International Missionary Council 
156 Fifth Avenue ,NeY-s yNeve 


1938 (Tan) 
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TOPICS OF THE MADRAS MEETING 


Ie The Faith by which the Church Lives 
Section I. The Faith 
IIe The Church: Its Nature and Function 


II.The Witness of the Church 
Section III. The Unfinished Task 

IV. The Place of the Church in the Christian Witness 

Ve. The Witness of the Church in relation to 
the Non-Christian Religions, the New Paganisms and 
the Cultural Heritage of the Nations 

VI. The Witness of the Church; Practical Questions 
of Method and Policy 


IlI.The Life of the Church 
Section VII. The Inner Life of the Church: Worship, 
the Christian Home, Religious Education 
VIII. The Ministry of the Church, 

both Ordained and Lay 

IX. Christian Educational, Medical and 
Social Work 

X. The Place, Work and Training of the 
Future Missionary 

XI. An Adequate Christian Literature Program 


IV. The Church and Its Environment 
Section XII. The Economic Basis of the Church 
XIII. The Church and the Changing Social and 
Economic Order 
XIVe The Church and the International Order 
XVe The Problem of Church and State 


Ve Cooperation and Unity 
Section XVI, Cooperation and Unity 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2021 with funding from | 
Columbia University.Libraries. 


httos://archive.org/details/discussionoutlinOOinte 


IeThe Faith by which 
the Church Lives _ 


Section Ie 


THE FAITH 


"The ‘colossal world-machine creates in the lives of millions a sense of each 
worker being a mere cog, with no voice whatever in modifying the products 

of that mechanism. The umnicompetent state, again fills the young citizen's 
mind with mass-producing type of education. It often controls the very 
fountains of informe+ion in the press and even broadcasting. eee Science, 
again has popularized the idea of irresistible, unchangeable law in the 
universe working toward pre-destined endse Even the unphilosophical have 
thus absorbed a sense of the helplessness of man as himself within the work- 
ing of that processe eee Lifting our head from that blow we are smitten by 
the contradictory bludgeon of Engels who -- deflecting Karl Marxts less rigid 
mind =-- said that man's life is entirely controlled and directed in all its 
processes of change by irresistible forces of economic determinism. e+e We 
could move around the world finding strange and unexpected allies for this 
picture of the helplessness of man to control his own fate. We might wee 
listen to the psychological behaviorists resolving every act of man into 
chemical reaction to stimuli. We might discover a sense of irresistible 
fate under the Sultan of the Skies who is Allah of Islam; or on the other 
hand fall into the clammy grip of destiny as we find it in the Hindu law 

of Kharma, under which everything that happens to man and all that he is 

are conditioned through his life in preeexistent incarnations. The goal of 
the Hindu and of the Buddhist is not to change the future but to escape from 
the burden of existence." 


~~ Basil Mathews, "Shaping the Future”, pp.13-15 


1. Do you feel like a mere cog with no ability to help influence the 
situation Mr. Mathews describes above? Do you consider this sense 
of helplessness the major threat to life today? In what practical 
ways does Christianity answer this challenge? 


@e How does the Christian faith illuminate the meaning of personality, 
the relation between men, and the relation between nations? 


3e In what ways do the following challenge Christianity? Give examplese 
The spread of economic competition into all phases of life and all 
parts of the world 
Godless thinking and living that lead to religious indifference 
The rise of the totalitarian state, both Fascist and Communist, with 
its all-exclusive demands on its citizens 
The spread of anti-religious and anti-Christian teaching 


4. How should Christians seek to meet these challenges? Within all these 
movements is a basic appeal for the betterment of the conditions of 
mene How far do you think Christians can go in allying themselves with 
the good in these movements without betraying their Christian faith? 


Lae 


5. Do you believe that God reveals Himself in other ways than through the 
Christian faith? What should be the attitude of Christians to the 
sincere searchers after God who are not Christian? 


6. How far do you feel that the historic statements of Christian faith 
have relevance in the life of today? For example, read the Apostles! 
Creed and consider its social implications for life todaye 


7+ What is the basis of your loyalty to your own Church? 


&. What Christian teachings have the most significance for you as you 
study history or sociology or philosophy or economics or psychology 
or science? How are you seeking to grow in Christian understanding 
as you grow in the knowledge through your college work? 


9. In the light of this discussion what do you consider the fundamental 
message of Christianity for the life of today? 


” 


10. Are we justified in trying to share this faith with peoples of other 
- lands? Why? 


ee ar 


Section II. 


THE CHURCH: ITS NATURE AND FUNCTION 


"Our understanding of the function of the Church in society and of its rela- 
tion to the Community and the State depends in the last resort on our doctrine, 
or our undefined and unconscious assumptions, regarding the relation of the 
Church to the worlde .-. The responsibilities of the Church in relation to 

the general life of the community and the social, political, and international 
order cannot be detached from their roots in the being of the Church and the 
total expression of its life. The Church ministers to the needs of society 
not so much by the exerciee of this or that particular function as by its 
whole. existencee While it is necessary for practical purposes to distinguish 
different functions of the Church, all its functions are related to one 
another and each requires for its effective exercise the fulfilment of 

the’ others. If one is permitted to languish, the efficacy of the others 

is impairéd,. There is no panacea for the evils from which the world is 
suffering. The influence of the Church on society is the result of the 
faithfulness of a multitude of individuals, each fulfilling loyally the 

task which at any given moment he is called to perform." 


-- WeAeVisser 't Hooft and Je H. Oldham, "The Church and Its Function 
in Society", pel2l, ps153 


1. What do you mean when you say "the Church"? Before starting a con- 
sideration of this topic, write a short definition in not more than 
fifty words. 


2 When you use the word "Church" do you have in your own mind (a) the 
ordained leadership of the Church (b) a local congregation (c) a 
denomination (d) the church as a building (e) the call to worship 
(f) a social organization (g) the Church Universal, the Mystical Body 
of Christ (h) those who call themselves Christian (i) an invisible 
fellowship of those who are deeply convinced that Christ is the only 
way of sdlvation for men and society (j) all those who follow Christ's 
way of life even though they may not be called Christians (For example, 
in the Near East there are groups of Moslems who are studying the New 
Testament and trying to follow Christ's teaching but who do not call 
themselves Christian in order to avoid social and political disabilities. ) 


Se Number on the left-hand side the following functions of the local 
church in order of their importancee On the right-hand side number 
them in the order in which you think the church, as you know it, 
ranks each as demonstrated by its programe If any should be omitted 
put "omit" next theme 


oF one mrsenen ship Giving help to the poor oon enamine de ae 
aetna Leadership in social reforms tee ee 
memeeee= A center of Christian worship = = — =eeemenaa 
atahatetetetetan Education in the meaning of Christianity -------- 
hatatelenateaien Christian interpretation in the problems of the community --- 
-------- Fellowship among Christians -------- 
lasteteieteatented Setting an example of Christian community life and 
fellowship ------ 
aheteteetetee Service in the. community as @ group atelier 
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10. 


What other functions do you think belong primarily to the Church? 


Would you rate these differently (a) for the city church (b) for 
the town or village church? 


Which of these do you think are absolutely essential to a church and 
must be maintained in face of all adverse conditions? For example, 
in a totalitarian state where education’ except by the state (or along 
lines prescribed by the State) is forbidden, is education in the 
meaning of Christianity an essential of church life? 


What is the place of the Church in national life? Should it exercise 
a direct group influence in practical affairs such as prohibition, 
neutrality, boysott, etc. ? Or should it be a source of inspiration 
to individual Christians to act as Christians in public life and 
leave direct group. action to other social groups? (For example, 

what should be the relation of the Church to labor unions, political 
parties, government departments, etc.?) Or is the major responsi- 
bility of ‘the Church.to be’a center of public and private worship? 


What is the function of the Church internationally? .To ereate an 
ethical basis. for world intercourse? To establish sympathetic under- 
standing. of other peoples? To create a world in which all men are 
truly brothers, a God-centered, Christ-like community of men in which 
greed, hatred, jealousy give way to love, forbearance, justice and 
understanding?. What are the implichtions of this for the program 

of the Church? What is the significance of the Church as a world 
cama of Christians? ee . 


Would you: say that the Church is essential ras the living of the 
Christian life, personal and corporate, and to the ah fo of Chris- 


‘tianity? Why? 


If the Church is primarily a world fellowship of Christians what is 
the meaning of this to the relationship of individuals, to the local 
churches, to the denominational churches? 


If the Church is a group of Christians called together for work, 
fellowship and prayer, is the Church relevant to the life of today? 


What if anything should be done to increase the consciousness of 
Christians of their place-in the historic Christian fellowship that 
has been the Church through the ages? 
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II.The Witness of 
the Church 


Section III. 


THE UNFINISHED TASK 


"The Church is a Body, not an idea. We must never allow ourselves to 
forget that no mere extension of membership, nor even the achievement 

of reunion is an adequate aim for believers in the Church. We must 
apprehend the depth and height of the Great Church as well as its length 
and breadthe It must penetrate and not merely increase. That the Church 
should cover the earth's surface with an organization of Christians is 
not enough. Its task is to redeem the world's life. Our Lord was 
relentless about people who compass sea and land to make proselytes for 
the sake of a self-contained institution. The less the Church thinks of 
herself and the greater its concern for the world which it is God's purpose 
to redeem the more will it be true to its vocation. It.must be ambitious 
to reclaim those great tracts of secular civilization which are still 
unredeemed territory, yet to be won back into the Kingdom of God. It 
will study not only to make more Christians but so to christen their 
day-by-day activities in their secular groupings and associations -- 
whether social, political or economic «~ that men'may come to recognize 
Christ as the true center of their fellowship. Its task is to reconcile 
to God, through faith and work of its members, the manifold functions of 
life in time as the vehicle of life eternal. It is thus that the true 
church comes to bee For this is to fashion in history the Body in which 
the living Christ is incarnate and God's reconciling purpose verified. 

So the Father's will shall be done, on earth as it is in heaven, and 
Christ shall be exalted in victory." 


-- Barry, "The Relevance of the Church", ppe228=9 


le As a result of the nineteenth century foreign missionary movement 
there are only two countries in which there is no Christian witnesse 
Can you name them? Do you therefore feel that the missionary move- 
ment has completed its work? Why? 


ge In what ways do you consider your local home community Christian? 
What conditions are not Christian? What causes these conditions? 
How could they best be influenced? 


Se What conditions are there in our own country that are un-Christian? 
Give specific examples. What causes these conditions? What should 
the Church do about them? 


4. What international conditions do you consider un-Christian? ‘What 
causes them? How does the Church challenge them? 


Se Can you name un-Christian local and national conditions in China, 
Japan, India, the Philippines, the Congo, Persia, Russia, Germany 
or England, and state the causes? What is the responsibility of 
your local Church for the un-Christian conditions there? Should 
the Church as a group of Christians try to better the situation? 
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Where there is no church in a community to witness to the Christian 
way of life has the church of other communities a responsibility 
for planting a church there? hy? : 


Has the Church in America a responsibility for those places on other 
continents where there is no church and no Christian comnunity? 


Where a weak and struggling church exists, have the stronger cnurches 
responsibility for assisting it? Why? 


In what ways can the older churches of the Jiest help the young and 
struggling churches tn non-Christian lands? 


In what ways can the churches of the Orient and Africa help the 
West? poy se we look for wget i from them? Why? 


What are the implications of the Church Universal, the world-wide 
fellowship of Christians in regard to the foreign missionary move- 
ment and our own responsibility as:Christians? 


Section IVe 


THE PLACE OF THE CHURCH IN THE CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


"What the world is eagerly seeking after, the Christian Church supplies. 
What is the world seeking? It is surely, with one heart and soul, seeking se 
security, fellowship, a perfected society. Russia calls it Communisme 
Germany calls it National Socialism. Italy calls it Fascism.e Japan 
calls it The Spirit of Japan. There is agreement as to the goal but 
there is no unity as to the path leading thither. The liberals of our 
own land, who have been prophets of a new heaven and especially of a new 
earth, have created a vocabulary that has now the headlinese Sometimes 
the words have merely an economic flavor and sometimes they are colored 
with religions It is the Kingdom of God, or the new social order, or 
industrial democracye It is the confession of our age, however, that we 
must find Fellowship, comradeship, in,the acknowledgment that the good 
of each must be the good of alle The members of the early Church 
achieved this new order, They created a fellowship, a brotherhood, a 
community, a society, which was the wonder of the world; and called forth 
@ vocabulary, the content of which had been filled in by a new lifes 
This fellowship is largely lacking in the modern churche A discerning 
writer has said that @ city church is made up of people who do not know 
each other and do not wish to know orle another, whereas a country church 
is made up of people who do know each other amd are sorry they doe 
There is nothing winsome about such churchese The church that can 
create the warm atmosphere of sympathy, of good feeling, of common 
interest is the greatest evangelistic influence possiblee People are 
drawn into such a fellowship." 


-- Hugh Thompson Kerry "The Primary Task of the Church", 
ppel44e5 


1s What does the word "evangelism" mean to you? What is its dictionary 
definition? What is the New Testament meaning of the ‘word? 


2e Is the justification for Christian witness in non-Christian communities 
different from the justification for it here? 


Se Can the Church itself by being true to itself be witnessing agency? 
Or is its chief function to inspire individuals to personal witness? 
Or should its pastors be solely responsible for this function? 


4, What is involved in an adequate individual witness? Is it sufficient 
to live a Christ-centered life demonstrating the teaching of Christ? 
Or should individuals seek to lead others to Christ? Or should they 
get others to go to Church in the hope that there they would be led 
to Christ? 


Section. oe 


THE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH IN RELATION TO 
THE NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS, THE NEW PAGANISMS AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE 
OF THE NATIONS 


"Where the true nature of Christian witness is understood, there can be no 

sense of superiority, but only a sense of humility. If I believe truly 
that faith is a gift of God, and not some extraordinary human achievement; 
if, furthermore, I realize that I must réceive it anew every day, and that 
I can hold it fast only by the Grace of God -- how on earth can I feel 
superior to anybody else on that account? Or how can I consider that my 
religion, ‘my piety, my knowledge of God, entitle me to an attitude of con- 
descension to those of other religions or of no religion? It is true that 
the Christian cannot help considering God's gift of faith so absolutely 
unique that it is quite incomparable with anythirlg else in the world. For 
that reason be goes out and tells his fellow-beings about ite But in 
doing so, he will be constantly reminded of the fact that he has faith 
only in so far as he goes on receiving it. Faith is not a capital trans- 
ferred from God's hands into ours; it is a gift which vanishes away when 
contact with the Giver is broken off. . 

"In a similar way, where there is faith, there can be no sense of inferiority, 
of having nothing to offer. We may be inwardly dry, and our religious 
experience may be exceedingly meager, but through faith we have an entrance 
into another, an eternally rich world, the world of God's revelation. We 
may have nothing to export, to gives But God's storehouses are never empty. 
In the economy of God there is no place for capitalists, but there is a 
place for commercial travellers. We have no right to go out to the ends 
of the world to proclaim some new truthe But God has the right to send us 
out for His work as His ambassadors, 

"The fact that the word of one person can become a word of God to another 
person is a miracle. And the fact that men of one part of the world, in 
spite of all that makes their message hard to understand and even harder 
to accept, can help men in another part of the world to meet Jesus Christ, 
is inexplicable, unless God Himself is the real agent in the whole process 
of witness. «ee If we let Him work upon us, if we do not secretly try to 

4 remain kings in our own little realm, He will render us less incapable of 
being true ambassadors." 


-~- WeAs Visser 't Hooft, "None Other Gods", pp.170-1, 177 


1. What do you think have been some of the good results of the expansion 
of western civilization in the past century on the cultural life of 
Asia and Africa, and what are its evil results? What significance have 
these developments for the work of the Church? 


2e What is the basic motive and justification for the world mission of 


Christianity as it is being expressed through its foreign missionary 
movement of the North American churches? What is its purpose? 
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How far should Christian missionaries seek to cooperate with the ele- 
ments of a non-Christian culture that are building for moral better- 
ment and how far seek to create a new Christian cultural life? 


How and under what circumstances would you seek to make known to a 
non-Christian your own faith? By argument? By offering him authori- 
tative teaching to be accepted as faith? By interpreting an experience 
that has deep religious meaning for you? Or by trying to live a 
Christian life so that the results of your own faith will be a clear 
demonstration of your faith? Or how? 


If you were going out as a foreign missionary would you wish to be 
part of the established missionary outreach of your church with its 
resulting institutional life or work independently as an individual 
witness? What advantages and disadvantages do you see in both 
approaches? What are the reasons for your preference? 


Section VI. 


THE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH: PRACTICAL QUESTIONS OF METHOD AND POLICY 


"What of Christianity in India? The Christian apprgach to India is along 
many roadse Matters of Christian missionary policy are discussed later; 
my purpose here is simply to refer to the things that most impressed them- 
selves upon me as I went about India early last year. But it is a never 
ceasing source of wonder to behold the multitude of modes of service and 
Christian expression that the resourceful spirit of Christian evangelism 
has brought into being. The village evangelist, the town pastor, the 
organizer in his office, the doctor, the nurse, the scientific research 
worker in the hospital, the village teacher, the matron in the boarding 
school, the public schoolmaster, the college professor, the agricultural 
expert,’ the man who superintends cooperative societies, the worker among 
the factory hands, the man or woman in the city settlement, the writer, 
the theological teacher, the expert in pedagogy training village teachers, 
the ‘rescue’ worker, the Christian sadhu, the bishop or chief pastor ==" 
what an array it ist There are Indians and missionaries in all these 
callings, and more. These number only the special workers set apart for 
service, but the whole Christian approach to India, as to other lands, 
includes the men and women in every diversity of ‘secular! occupation who 
are trying in their separate spheres to practice a true Christian disciple- 
ship 8 

-- William Paton, "Christianity in the Eastern Conflicts", ppe84-5 


le Is it part of our Christian responsibility to share our techniques of 
Western scientific culture, through schools, hospitals, etce? Or 
should these be used only as a means of demonstrating Christian love 
and truth as a point of contact with the people? 


ée The basic assumptions of Christian evangelism have been individual 
conversionse How far can the individual be Christian in a non-Christian 
environment? Should effort be made to cure the ills of environment 
as well as of the individual? What does that suggest in regard to the 
service Christian institutions should render in a community? Regarding 
& united approach of Christians to world problems of economic competi- 
tion, war, etc.? Is effort in this field a’ legitimate missionary task? 


Se In non-Christian lands should Western Christian traders, business 
people, travelers, etc. be regarded as potential Christian witnesses? 
In what other ways could the missionary movement be more closely inte-~ 
grated into the life of the Church? Or should it be left entirely to 
a specially trained and designated group of people set aside for this 
purpose? 


4, Should Christians from other lands be used in North America? If so, how? 


Se What should be the contribution of Western missionaries to the churches 
of the Orient and Africa? 


6- What contribution can women make in the missionary movement of the future? 


7e How is it possible to carry the Christian religion to other countries 

without the attitudes of national superiority or free from imperialistic 
tendencies? : 

- 10 = 
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Section Vile 


THE INNER LIFE OF THE CHURCH: WORSHIP, THE CHRISTIAN HOME, RELIGIOUS 
ee EDUCATION 


Worship ‘ 


"When a considerable proportion of the prayers used are those in common 

use throughout almost every branch.of the Christian Church, and especially 
when we use the words which Our Lord has taught us, where every clause and 
word and desire is in accordance with the Father's will, we are not kneeling 
alone in our cell. In our adoration we are close to the whobe body of 
Christian people, in our desire and need to the whole world of sinning 

and hungering people for whom Christ died." 


pox 


-- George S5.Stewart, "International Review of Missions", p.477 


1. From what does the spirit of Christian worship arise? How is it 
connected with a belief in the Christian Faith? What is its signifi- 
cance in the life of the Church? 


2+ What is the right relation betweén service and worship? Is there 
danger that an emphasis on practical service may obscure the value 
of worship? Is service an essential part of worship? How can they 
be effectively coordinated in Christian living? . 


3s What is the social oe drift of prayer? 


4, How can personal daily pictonig be ‘related to the dnvneiee worship of 
the Church? :; 


5. What is the importance of prayer? How far do Christians give themselves 
to private prayer? How can Christians be helped to grow in the prayer 
Ue Gy 


6. How can forms of worship be kept inspirational? 
7e What is the place of the Bible in devotional life? 


8. How can worship be related more clearly to problems of living, and 
prevented from becoming an escape mechanism? 


The Christian Home 


"The highest thought’ of human society, which fulfils the greatest human need, 
has been that of the one home life and home love, lived in the joy and peace 
of sonship -- the one communion with the Father in the love of perfect 
family life. It is most simply and exactly true that every single human 
relationship has been brought by Christ within the circle of the home and 
consecrated by the name, 'Our Father'. The 'Lord!s Prayert is the prayer 
of the family of God." 

-- C. F. Andrews, "Christ and Human Need", ppe96=7 
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"A most serious feature of the tendency to social disintegration is the 
weakening of the institution of the home. The family has always been re- 
garded as the principal agency in the Christian nurture of the younge The 
impermanence of marital ties in some lands, the effect of modern industry 

in taking both parents out of the home in many places, the appalling blight 
upon family life of unemployment or casual employment under other circum- 
stances, have led to the decay of the influences of the homes Even in 
nomimally Christian homes we cannot now take a religious background for 
granted» This confronts the Church with a new problem in its own fellowship." 


-- "The Message and Decisions of Oxford", p60 
1s How is a Christian home different from a non+Christian home? 


2e What made the Christian home of the First Century the effective witness 
that it was to the Christian faith? Is it a witness to the Christian 
faith today? Why? 


Se How far is the disintegration of the home under the influence of modern 
civilization presenting a new problem to the Church? 


4. What is the place of worship, discipline, fellowship and service in the 
home? Should the home become a miniature Christian community? What is 
the Christian treatment of servants? 


5e What is the social significance of the Christian teaching in regard to 
the position of women? What is the effect of this on the home? 


6s Are the Christian ideals of marriage tenable in modern society? What 
conditions are causing a re-consideration of the Christian coneeption 
of marriage? What is its significance to the Christian ideal of the 
home? 


7. What should be the relation between the. Church and the Christian home? 


8. Is the Christian conception of the home an integral part of the Christian 
message to non-Christian peoples? Is it part of the witness of the 
Church in non-Christian lands? 


Religious -Education 


"The churchts largest contribution to education, like her supreme ministry to 
human life, is her gospel, with its interpretation of existence and its 
inspiration to live worthily. Where life is without meaning, ‘education 
becomes futile. Where it is ignobly conceived, education fe debased. Where 
it is viewed in the light of God's purpose in Christ, it assumes divine 
significance. It is not the methods by which her gospel is taught which are 
of first importance. They will differ according to the educational system 
preferred by various nations and by various communions-in the church. It is 
all-important that her gospel should supply the presuppositions of all 
education, by whatever agency it is given, and create the spiritual atmosphere 
which pervades every institution of true learning. |'In thy Light shall we 
see light.! " ! 4 ae Nees 

-- Je He Oldham, "The Oxford Conference", pp.el47-8 
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What do you think is the function of religious education? How should 
the Church be related to it? 


How far are the needs in the field of religious education being met 
(a) in the home (b) in Sunday School (c) among Christian students 
in schools and colleges (d) among students not related to the Church? 


How can persons whé have ceased to be active church members be reached 
in religious education and through it be integrated into the life of 
the Church? . 


Why are such large numbers of students and former students lost to the 
life of the Church? What can be done to challenge them to active 
service and participation in the fellowship? 


ie 


Section VIII. 


THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH, BOTH ORDAINED AND LAY 


"We are obviously at the end of an era and at the dawn of a new onee The old 
era was one of individualism. ... The marks of the new era are less easy to 
determinee But some things are shiningly cleare It is an era in which, as 
we have ‘suggested, the Christian denominational forces must cooperate or 
perish before the titanic impact of the forces of neo=paganism, embodied 
today in the totalitarian nation-state and in economic materialism. It is 
an era in which nationalism has swiftly quickened the new Christian communi- 
ties of the East into self-conscious national identity. The national Chris-~- 
tian forces have shown, for example, in the Kingdom of God Movement, the 
Five Year Movement, the Indian Mission of Fellowship to Britain, that they 
are spiritually awakened by the harsh defiant challenges of crisis in their 
own lands and are determined to move forward in face of every difficultye 
Yesterday we saw Western Christianity exporting itself in separatist sects 
into the mission fields; and we saw these sects face to face with the ancient 
religionse Today those ancient religions are gasping under the impact, not 
of Christian missions, but of pseudo-scientific Western pagan standards of 
valuee Today, then, we see the universal Church face to face with a universal 
paganisme The permanent thing, the vital, living, expanding force, is the 
Christian community. This means that in the grand strategy of world-Chris- 
tianity today and tomorrow the central pivot on which everything swings is 
the Church, the universal Churche And incontrovertibly the greatest thing 
that the Church has to do is to build its own life on the eternal Rock; and 
to train its new leadership to be forerunners of the new agee In a word, 
the training of the ministry of the Church is at the very heart of the 
Christian processe Of course it always has been soe But the situation is 
now incalculably more urgent and remorselesse It is a matter of life and 
death," 

-- Basil Mathews, "Forerunners of a New Age", ppel2=13 


le What is the purpose of the ministry in.the Christian Church? To what 
extent is the ministry an institution peculiar to Christianity? 


ée Should churches be required to support a full-time paid ministry or 
should the minister be self-supporting through an occupation similar 
to that of his parishioners? 


Se Should the ministry be a highly trained profession, and if so what 
type of education is necessary? 


4. What hindrances exist to the recruiting of able candidates for the 
ministry? To what extent are difficulties due to (a) lack of Christian 
experience? (b) unworthy conception of the work of the ministry? 

(c) family objections? (d) economic difficulties? (e) fear of church 
domination? 


Oo» What are the most powerful arguments today for entering the ministry? 
Are they adequately presented to this generation of college students? 
What are the arguments against the ministry as a profession? How could 
these be answered? 
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6e Do the training institutions educate men and women away from their 
environment or equip them better to understand and meet the problems 
of their community life? For example, how fully do the seminaries 
equip the rural pastor for his work? 


7e Should special training be given to women for their work in the Church? 
Are they given adequate opportunities for servicé and training for 


that service? 


ith the minister? 


8. What functions should the layman perform as contrasted w 


Section IX. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL, MEDICAL AND SOCIAL WORK 


"If Jesus were present today, judging by his works while living, he would 
house the destitute in the empty churches, he would inspire the employed 
to help the unemployed and the fortunate to share the sufferings of the 
less, fortunate. He would approve the block or neighborhood relief plane 
He, would persuade the rich and the competent to give their money and ex- 
perience to plans for wise employment. He would tonvert suffering into 
spiritual strength and personal self-reliancee He would help in material 
things, as he. often did, but he would promise no security in a material 
world. To rich and poor alike he would preach the eternal values of a 
higher Kingdom as the key to a more abundant life in our temporal words 
Instead of institutionalizing the weak he would humanize the stronge" 


~- Henry C. Link, "The Return to Religion", p.139 


1. What is the place of institutional work (schools, hospitals, settlement 
houses, orphanages, homes for the aged, etce) in the work of the Church 
and the responsibility of Christians? These departments of Christian 
work have been sharply challenged. What are the grounds of this 
challenge and how far are they valid? 


Education 


"A fundamental change in the aims and practice of education is the steady 
movement of the interest of educators from the knowledge and skill which 
their pupils acquire to the pupils themselvese Until recent times much 
public education has confined itself to instruction in certain subjects and 
has regarded the training of character as the function of the churche Today, 


however, it is setting out to create a particular kind of person in accordance 


with its interpretation of the ends of man's existence. This interpretation 
even at its best does not admit the full claims of Christianity and the 
church therefore should be aware of the difference between such an interpre- 
tation and her own." 

-- Js He. Oldham, "The Oxford Conference", p.123 


2e What place in our scale of values are we to assign to education, giving 
us as it does, a real opportunity of being organic to the community but 
on the other hand involving us in many interests which have no obvious 
connection with the Christian faith? Is education an unessential part 
of work to be sacrificed under pressure or should the Church cling 
jealously to its right to offer a Christian education both to Christians 
and non-Christians? 


3, What are the essentials of a Christian education? Is it enough to attach 


definite Christian teaching to the locally accepted secular curriculum? 


If regulations permitted, should Christian education be something radically 


different from what it now is? Or is the essential feature of Christian 
education that it is education directed by Christians and placed in a 
setting of Christian worship, teaching, and practice? What subjects are 
peculiarly important in a Christian curriculum (eeg. history or science 
or philosophy)? 


4, It has been said that Christian higher education in Eastern countries 
innoculates pupils with a mild form of Christianity and that the 
acceptance of many or all of the Christian values without the acceptance 
of Christ is one of the common results of Christian higher education. 

Is this to be regarded as a success or as failure? Is there any way of 
giving more attention to the possibility of thoroughgoing conversion 
without diminishing the extent to which a permeation of society with 
Christian ideas is achieved? 


Se What are the problems raised by the relationship of pupils in schools 
and colleges to the local chureh? 


6, What is the role of education jin the life of the village church? What 
is the duty of the Church toward children who attend the local school 
not under Christian auspices? 


7e Is it true that Christian higher education is on the whole too little 
related to the Church and the Christian community? Is there a lack of 
touch between advanced and backward groups within the Church? What can 
be done to make Christian higher education more truly organic to the 
Church and to the community? | 


8. How ‘far eyeie attendance at Christian teaching and worship be made 
compulsory in Christian schools and colleges? How can worship services 
be made so vital a part of school or: college life that they would be 
desired rather than required? Where a large proportion of non-Christians 
are involved: should they be asked to share in cones ater Christian forms 
of wor ship? 


Medicine 


"Governments and private secular agencies are making progress toward the pro- 
vision of medical care of a modern types In several regions where Christian 
missions introduced modern medicine they have ceased to be its sole representae 
tives. ee. Yet in many areas the state has not caught up with the need. If 
all medical missionaries were to ke recalled and all mission hospitals and 
dispensaries suddenly closed, millions would be left with no possibility of 
care by physicians with a modern training. The Church must not abandon 
those who, without its agents, would have no one to relieve their physical 
diseasess eee 
"In some areas, moreover, medical missionaries are challenged by orying needs 
and should be pioneering in fresh wayse One medical missionary has recently 
suggested the opportunity in rural India for mobile medical units to go to 
the villages in which the majority of India's population lives -- both in 
ministering to the ill and in teashing simple methods of hygiene. In China 
new doors appear to be opening for cooperation between mission hospitals and 
the government." 


-- Ke 3. Latourette, "Missions Tomorrow", p.163 
9. What is the basis on which the Christian ministry of healing rests? 


10. Is this ministry an integral part of the witness and life of the Church 
today’? . 
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11. How are spiritual healing and physical healing related? Is there a 
special task for the Church in drawing together the forces of medicine 
and religion in a joint ministry to human beings? 


12. Where is the ministry of healing still required as an agency of 
pioneering Christianity? 


Social Reconstruction 


"Tt is my conviction that the conduct of social services by the church, 
broadly speaking, is not the normal expression of Christian social motive. 

As the institution preeminently responsible for teaching ideals and atti- 
tudes, keeping faith alive and inspiring to high endeavor, the church can 
function best by impregnating social work and all other community functions 
with its purpose, its vision and its courage through the instrumentality of 
members of its own fellowship who-.take up these tasks, some on a professional, 
some on a volunteer basis. This is, I believe, a more valid theory for 
Protestantism than the contrary theory to which the Catholic Church holds. 
The latter theory leads straight to the absorption of function after function 
by the church, beginning with educatione Community life cannot without 
danger be simplified by extending the control of one institution over ite 
This runs counter to the whole course of social development. The more we 
attempt to do, the less likely we are to do anything welle eee The Church 
lends itself well to social pioneering and social demonstration. Witness 

the excellent work done by medical and agricultural missionaries and by 
mission schools. These, like the institutional church, had a clear call to 
make a demonstration, in an environment spiritually alien, of what the Chris- 
tian way of life means in social termse But their very success brings about 
a limitation of their activities. When the community is able and ready to 
take on particular tasks in a responsible way the church or the mission |. 
establishment may relinquish theme This is a case of what Mr. Lindeman has 
called institutional growth by loss of function, It is of the essence of 
social evolution. Thus the Y.M.C.A. in China pioneered in the mass education 
movement which soon sprouted wings and fluttered out of the parental neste 
The Institute of Pacific Relations had a somewhat similar’ origin. The parent 
institution is the gainer by the process, for it is freer to make its outward 
spiritual thrust in other directions. A failure to fall. in line with this 
normal tendency brings on a conflict between the institutional and the dynamic 
phases of the church to which we have given attention. The 'movementt aspect 
of religion is ever in danger of being checked by its machinerye The more 
institutional work, the more machinery." 


~~ Fs Ernest Johnson, "The Church and Society", pp.145~7 


15. For what reasons and with what motives should the Church engage in 
social service? 


14. How may the Church engage in these fields of service in simpler ways 
that do not involve the maintenance of institutions? 


(15, What is the responsibility of the Church for lifting the level of the 
_ community as a whole? 
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How can a church maintain the high standards of the more progressive 
social workers without losing the neighborhood relationships inherent 
in a church fellowship? 


Today many of the functions performed previously by the Church are 
being exercised by social agencies.s What is the responsibility of 

the Church toward society when this is true? Are there social functions 
which are essential to the life of the Church and which cannot be 

left entirely to secular agencies? 


wae: 


Section Xe 
THE PLACE, WORK AND TRAINING OF THE FUTURE MISSIONARY. 


"Those of us who serve the missionary cause at home, if we are honest and 
real, cannot ask the question, What kind of persons ought missionaries to 
be? without being driven at the same time to ask the question, What kind 

of persons ought we ourselves to be? To be in earnest about the missionary 
undertaking at the point on which all turns is inseparable from being in 
earnest about the revival of the home church beginning with ourselvese The 
indispensable condition of finding and preparing the right kind of mission- 
aries is the growth of a fellowship in which we and our missionary brethren 
and missionary candidates together seek to learn how to live in its fulness 
the Christian life." 


~- Je He Oldham, "The Modern Missionary", p10 
1. What is the purpose of the missionary to other lands today? 


ée Should we begin to look for missionaries from other lands to come to 
America? 


Se What are the resources in the West from which the future missionary 
personnel must be drawn and how will this affect the character of the 
movement? 


4. What universal requirements in terms of spiritual life, experience 
and discipline do you think are essential to a missionary? 


oe How can the studies offered in the colleges and universities be utilized 
in the training of our Christian missionaries? Should we seek highly 
specialized men and women to send abroad or folk with a sound knowledge 
of a general nature? 


6¢ Should perspective missionaries be urged to have practical experience 
at home before leaving this country? What are the advantages and what 
are the dangers? 


7e How can a missionary be helped to make his most effective personal con- 
tribution while at the same time cooperating fully in the organized 
work of the Church and the Mission? 


8. Is short term missionary work desirable? What difference, if any, does 
it make if a missionary takes up service for a short period rather than 
for life? 


9 What are the reasons for and against regarding the missionary service as 
@ life career? Should the first term be considered a trial period? Who 
should be responsible for determining continuation of service at the 
end of the first term? The Board? The church in the mission field? 

The mission? 


10. Can people consider themselves missionaries and yet remain at home? If 
so what does this involve in outlook, personal responsibility, and 


relationship to the world-wide Christian Community through the Church? 
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Section XI. 


_ AN ADEQUATE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE PROGRAM 


"Over half of the world's population, more than a thousand million people, 
cannot even read. The man who is illiterature is in a prison of the 
blackest kind -- a prison of the mind. His soul is filled with countless 
fears of the unknown. He has no adequate self-defence, since he has so 
little knowledge. In spite of his gal he’is the victim of brutal strength 
and. clever scoundrels. 

"Illiterate regions are breeding places of epidemics which may spread to 
other countries. The world's greatest plagues are nearly tA i ce under 
control, except in the densely illiterate regions. 

"Where are these regions? Two-thirds of the billion illiterates: live in 
Asia, of whom three hundred and fifty millions are in China, and three 
hundred and forty millions are in India. The remainder are found chiefly 
in Africa, South America and the Islands of the Pacific. 

"If ‘we can lift these vast multitudes, over half the world's population, to 
a higher level of intelligence; if we can open their minds to the world's 
best thought and art and science; then every man, woman, and child in 
America and in every vndenae will feel the ec tia of that new eel ae 
tion to human welfare." 


-- Frank C. Laubach, "Christian World Papieel Noel8, ppe59-60 


"In its earlier centuries, the church's chief medium of communication, both 
within its own circle and between itself and the world, was the spoken 
worde There was also writing, of course; in the aggregate, a vast amount 
of ite For the preservation of the teaching and the records of the church 
and for their transmission from generation to generation, literature was . 
indispensable. But the oral word was the principal means of instruction, 
exhortation, correction, and the propagation of the faith. The few read; 
the many heard. 

"The practice of spoken discourse for the promotion of religion has neither 
ceased nor diminished. But with the introduction of printing, with the 
increase of literacy and of the habit of reading as well as the ability to 
read, and with the rise of journalism to the place of primacy as the means 
of disseminating intelligence upon all kinds of subjects,’ the press has 
brought powerful reinforcement to the pulpit as an agency for the communica- 
tion of religious knowledge. Within the past decade there has been added 
to this a new form of communication combining some of the qualities of 
journalism with the technique of oral discourse =-. the radios These, then, 
are the modern instruments of propaganda and promotion: the press and the 
radio. They supplement, but do not supersede, face-to-face communication 
by the spoken word." 


-- Winfred Ernest Garrison, "The Church at Work in the Modern 
World", pp»236=7 
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IV.eThe Church and 
Its Environment 


THE ECONOMIC BASIS OF THE CHURCH 


"Many have pointed out the way in which the church in the West has become 
inextricably entangled with modern business and industry. Religion and 
profit have grown up together and are intertwined. As a result, the church 
has been able to carry on great enterprises, but on the other hand the 
labor movement, while not antagonistic to religion, questions the sincerity 
of the church, believing it to be dominated na the business and industrial 
_leaders' group. 
"This dependence of the church on money for its work in the world tends to 
create a deference toward those who have the money and an acquiescence in 
their views. Those who possess wealth are often conservative to the point 
of reaction and any institution dependent upon them is likely to become 
-fashioned according to their pattern. It is even intimated that the pulpit, 
the press, and the educational institutions of the church are in danger of 
being somewhat muffled, if not wholly muzzled, by fear of the rich and 
powerful. While being sincerely grateful for the real benefits resulting 
from consecrated wealthy we must be alive to the fatal handicap of sub- 
serviency to money." 

acy at 74 Tuam) "Ethical Issues Contmenty ive World Christians} 
pelg 


1. What is the essential Christian conception in regard to the owner ship 
and use of mqney and what is the significance of this (a) in modern 
industrial civilization (b) in regard to the support of the Church? 


é Has the Western church the right to expect a church organization like 
its own to be supported by a people who are living on.a very RAW jee 


Sistence level? 


5e Does the raising of the economic level ‘of the Christian community 
automatically raise the level of support of the Church? 


4. Should the churches of the West subsidize church life in lands where 
the subsistence level is too low to maintain it? 


oe What is the relation of missionary work to the problem of raising the 
church budget? 
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Are Christian ideals and work set forth in ways adequate for the 
present day? Do they command attention and consideration? Why? 


Should, Christian literature be subsidized? Why? Or should it be 
subject to the laws of supply and demand? 

How can writers be encouraged and trained? Should this be developed 
as a profession: similar to preaching or teaching? Should it be a 
funetion of the Church? 


, Should writing be entirely the product of those whose major work is 


in other fields of Christian activity? 


Should 1 hewagey campaigns be part of the missionary work of the Church? 
‘Or should the Church depend entirely upon the spoken word for its 


means of communication among.illiterate peoples? - 


Should the preparation of literature be-a part of missionary work of 
the Church? Or should the Christians of other lands carry the entire 
responsibility for the writing of their own Christian literature? 

How can the accusation of the use of literature as propaganda to 
support institutional work be avoided in the preparation of literature 
by the Church? 


Section Aliie« 


THE CHURCH AND THE CHANGING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ORDER 


"Christianity is a religion of salvation. The salvation which it promises 
to those who fulfill the conditions is not merely escape from future 
punishment or the blessedness of existence in heaven. No, Christian 
salvation includes a higher quality of living now -- in this world -- 'I 
came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.e' It should mean 
the realization in this life of our human possibilities. It should mean 
that we are, in this life, on the road to Christian character and to Chris~ 
tian joy and peace, even in the face of the frustrations of life. 
"Personal salvation thought of in these terms depends in part upon the 

- external circumstances which surround the life of the individual. “The 
development of persons can te blocked by social environment. It is im- 
portant that when this is said it be said with discrimination. There is 

a false environmentalism which suggests that men are merely creatures of 
external circumstance and that the manipulation of social conditions is 
the one seoret of human fulfillment. Such ‘a position is false. It is, 
however, no more false than the common assumption among Christians that 
the soul is a purely spiritual entity, independent of the body and of the 
social environment and capable of salvation by itself." ; 


~- John C. Bennett, "The Religious Foundation for Social 
| | Education and Action", pp.4-5" 


le What is the social significance of Christianity? 


ée Is there a specifically Christian social and economic order for which 
Christians should strive; or is the Christian motivation and drive 
toward the reconciling of men the major responsibility of Christians 
and of the Church? 


Se What is the significance of the World Christian Community in the 
changing social and economic order? 


4s Should the collective power of Christians through the Church be used 
to alter local conditions? 


De What conditions in the economic sphere challenge the Christian con- 
ception of life? What conditions in the social sphere? 


6e Would you agree with Dre Kagawa that cooperatives are the true 
expression of brotherhood love in the economic realm? 


7e What attitude should the Church take toward the labor conflict and 
labor unions? Has it a responsibility to call upon labor unions and 


employers as a group to consider the relation of Christian teachings 
to their group action? 


8, What is the significance of Christianity to the race problem? How 
should the Church demonstrate this? 
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Section XIV. 


THE CHURCH AND THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER 


"The years that have passed since the close of the World War have witnessed 
a great change in the public temper in every lands Problems which the war 
created, left unsolved, or aggravated, have resulted in a state of tension 
which has now found expression in a resurgent nationalism, in selfish iso~ 
lation or in antagonistic national groupings, in re-armament on a colossal 
scale, and in. the universal fear that a war which all nations dread is at 
hand. At the same time the economic depression has increased within every 
nation the conviction that it must. rely upon itself for its own security 
with little regard for consideration of international morality. Where even 
ten years.ago there was in a great part of the world a-spirit of optimistic 
faith in the creation of a true international order, there are now bewilder- 
ment and déjection. In such a world the duty of the church is to call all 
men to repentance, to faith and to a compassionate concern-for the multi- 
tudes who suffer. We need not despair: the world belongs ‘to God; to 
believe in his power and love is not to escape from reality but to stand 
upon the rock of the only certainty that is offered to mene The church 
calls therefore to the world of men, of which it is itself a part, not only 
to rise to a new level of effort and self-devotion, but to believe in the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has overcome the world." 


-- Js He Oldham, "The Oxford Conference", ppe151=2 


1. What is the signifioance of the Church as a world fellowship of Chris- 
tians in the present crisis in the world of nations? 


2e What is the unique message of the world Christian fellowship to men 
in their political life? In the face of international violence? 


3. What is its message to nations as nations? 


4, What should te the Church's action in the face of war? What should 
be a Christian's action? 


5. What can the Church do in regard to the causes of war -- the obvious 
inequalities and injustices in the economic and social realms? 


6- What is the practical value of the foreign missionary movement to the 


world of nations? How can this demonstration of love by the Christian 
churches best offset the selfish acts of individuals and of nations? 
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Section XV. 
THE PROBLEM OF CHURCH AND STATE 


"Then the Pharisees took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 
And they sent unto him certain of their disciples with the Herodians, 
saying, 'Master, we know that thou art true, and carest for no man ee 
Tell us, therefore, Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?! 

But Jesus perceived their wickedness and said, ‘Why tempt yet me? Bring 
me a@ penny that I may see it eee Whose is this image and superscription?! 
And they said unto him 'Caesarts.' Then saith he unto them, ‘Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the 
things which are God'se! 

"The chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to 
put him to death. And they bound him, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate 
the governor, and began to accuse him, ‘We found this fellow perverting 
the nation, saying that he himself is Christ the King.! 

"Then said Pilate, 'I find no fault in this man.! ... But when Pilate saw 
that he could prevail nothing but that rather a tumult was made, he took 
water and washed his hands before the multitude saying, 'I am innocent of 
the blood of this just persone! And when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered - 
him to be crucified. Pgh ak p . 

"These incidents furnish the appropriate starting-point for a survey of 
the Christian Church's relations with the State. They remind us that, at 
its very inception, Christianity was forced to declare its attitude toward : 
the Civil Power; ‘and that its external fate was determined by the will of 
that, Powere They reveal “Jesus! attitude toward the State. They forecast 
the State's usual recognition of its responsibility for the Church." 


-- HePs Van Dusen, “Church and State in the Modern World", 
ppeds-4 x 


1. What is the relevance of this subject to the World Mission of Christianity? 


2e Should the Church, ot fellowship of Christians, be prepared to die 
rather than give up their right to witness to their faith? Are there 
specific forms of witnessing that they should claim? 


Se Has & government the right to impose an interpretation of human life 
and destiny on-its people or is its fundamental purpose "to protect 
property"? What is the function of government? 


4. When a government assumes the right to dictate a philosophy of life 
what must be the position of the Church? Of Christians? Can they 
cooperate with the manifestations of the government!s philosophy that 
are humanitarian? . 


Oe When government dictates to all social organizations a policy upholding 
its own philosophy of life what should be the course of Christian insti- 
tutions? For example, in Japan all school children are required to go 
to Shinto shrines for ceremonies in honor of the Emperor. Should Chris- 
tian schools send their pupils, or close the schools? There is no 
alternatives 

Under what circumstances does the individual conscience dictate action? 
How far should it be sacrificed to-social solidarity and public welfare? 
What part has the Church to play in this problem? 
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V.Cooperation and Unity 
Section XVI. Te 


COOPERATION AND UNITY 


"In this Godlike endeavor there can be no failure quite so fatal and tragic 

as the failure to take God into account. The question of spirituality lies 

at the root of cooperation as of all real Christian life and relationshipse 

The supreme difficulty is the lack of adequate motivation. If Christian 
workers could only get the vision of what their united effort would accomplish; 
if only they could see clearly the greater glory of Christ manifested in the 
real uniting of their forces; if they would but yield themselves to the 

full measure of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the energizing work 

of the Holy Spirit, then they would be lifted above the level of the lesser 
loyalties and enter into the triumphant unity for which Christ prayed." 


~- John R. Mott, "Cooperation and the World Mission", pp«66=67 


1. How far are divisions due to varying approaches to Christian truth 
necessary and enriching and how far are they disastrous to the building 
of the Church Universal? 


2e In what ways can cooperation among Christians build toward greater unity? 


3, What are the basic reasons for Christian unity? Should this necessarily 
imply organizational unity? 


4, What forces in modern life make Christian unity and cooperation 
imperative? 


5. What are some of the historic causes of separation? Are there causes 
for separation that should call us to repentance? 


6. What steps have been taken looking toward Christian unity? 


7e How can the churches get a better understanding of the points of view 
of those that differ from them? 


8. Should the responsibility for cooperation rest with the church organi- 
zations or should it begin with a spirit of brotherly love among the 
church people which then finds natural expression through church organi- 
zations? Should cooperation begin locally, nationally or internationally? 
What are the dangers? 


9. What is the implication for denominational work of the growth in 
community churches? Is this good or not? 


10. Should the denominations reproduce their denominational churches in 
foreign lands? How can they avoid it, since that is their approach 
to Christian truth? Should denominational world churches be developed 
and strengthened or should the aim be to build national churches irre- 


spective of denominational divisions? 


{41+ up around union or cooperative work? 


lties be bu 
ll. How can new loya f being lost and how may these be conserved? 


What values are in danger 0 
What new ideals call for new loyalties? 
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